PHTHISIS RATES: THEIR SIGNIFICANCE AND THEIR TEACHING.
By ARTHUR RANSOME, M.D., F.R.S. (Read: Friday, May 19<A, 1905.) Statistics of mortality from It must, at the outset, be pointed out that purists in the matter of statistics do not regard the figures given in the earlier years of the period thus covered as trustworthy. They prefer to limit their comparisons of the death-rates from divers diseases to the years subsequent to 1867.
There were undoubtedly many imperfections in the diagnosis and in the collection of these several data in the earlier years of the Registrar-General's Returns. Thus Dr. Ransome has stated that in the eighteenth century, the records available showed a much higher phthisis-rate. 
